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Graduating with Honors is a special distinction recognized by the University of Colorado, noted on your 

diploma. The Honors program in sociology allows advanced undergraduate students to work closely with 

a faculty advisor in producing a work of original sociological research – an Honors thesis.  

 

Requirements for graduation with Sociology departmental Honors  

 Minimum 3.3 cumulative grade point average and a minimum grade point average of 3.3 in 

Sociology courses. 

 Completion of an Honors thesis.  

 Successful Honors thesis defense.  This is a meeting with your Honors committee (your thesis 

advisor and two other faculty members) in which the Honor’s thesis is presented and a 

question/answer period follows.   

 

What an Honors thesis in sociology involves 

Generally speaking, completing an Honors thesis requires two semesters of work. Under the guidance of a 

faculty advisor, you will do extensive reading on an issue of real interest to you, conceptualize a research 

problem, and conduct research to address your research problem or question. This will result in a written 

work, typically 40 - 100 double-spaced pages in length. Writing an Honors thesis offers the opportunity to 

develop and apply your sociological imagination, and to make an original contribution to knowledge. 

 

Currently, Honors students are enrolled in a 3-credit honors seminar in the fall semester, and another one 

in the spring. These seminars are designed as a research group in which you and your colleagues will 

learn how to write sociologically, and prepare your work for public presentation at academic conferences. 

In addition, students will receive instructions on applying for grants to cover research expenses and 

conference travel.  

 

How to pursue Honors in sociology 

 In your sophomore or junior year, let the Honors director know you are interested in pursuing a 

thesis. (isaac.reed@colorado.edu).  

 Take classes—topics classes in particular—that relate to your primary interests in sociology, and 

in which you could get to know faculty members who are potential advisors.  

 Complete an Honors application in the second semester of your junior year—usually due on 

March 1. 

 Work with the Honors director to find a suitable faculty advisor for your thesis.   
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